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HEYBOARDS: 


is the official publication 
of the TAS BAM USERS' 
GROUP, INC, The frequency 
of publication is to be bi- 
monthly or as funding per- 
mits, Subscriptions are 
$15.00 annually or are in- 
cluded in membership in 

the Users' Group, Annual 
Single or Individual mem- 
bership dues are $15.00 

and Family memberships 

are 525.00, 


The following fees are cur- 
rently in effect regarding 
advertising space in this 
publication: Display ads: 
$50/Full Page, $30/Half 
Page, $20/¢ Page, $15/ 
Eighth Page. 
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AKOA AA ok o REM xe sk se KKK 
by Frank Leta 


This month I am reviewing MSCRIPT Word Processor, sold 
by 21st. Electronics, 6813 Polk St. Guttenberg, NJ. 07093, 
Also being sold by Thomas B. Woods Co. P.O. Box 64, 
Jefferson, NH. 03383. 


I've have been using MSCRIPT nov for about three months 
and ! have found this program to be very versatle and very 
powerful. Before I purchased MSCRIPT I had not even touched 
a word processor of any sort and to tell the truth I vas a 
little scared of one. Many of the terms that are connected 
vith word processing, (text block, buffer, control 
characters, cursor, iabedded commands, print fonts, format, 
justification), just to name a fev, are enough to scare 
anyone from word processing. So when ay copy arrived I 
decided not to go right to the computer and load it but to 
take the user's manual and read it cover to cover at least 
twice before i put it into the computer. Well I was amazed 
how easy the manual vas to read and understand and vithin 
the first fev pages, the manual vas telling you to load the 
program and get ready for word processing. 


The manual, as I said is very vell written and very easy 
to understand and does not contain a lot of terminology that 
is not fully explaned. As for MSCRIPTS operation, it is just 
as easy to operate as the manual is to understand. 


When you load MSCRIPT, the first thing you vill see is 
the MSCRIPT Logo, and then an initialization screen froa 
which the user may choose the color of screen, (paper), and 
the ink color. The choices are either, (1) Black paper/White 
ink. (2) Blue paper/Yellow ink. (3) Yellow paper/Blue ink. 
I like the Black paper/White ink combination. It gives the 
best screen display. (The screen dispaly leaves a little to 
be desired, but can be coped with). After initialization, 
you go right to the TEXT ENTRY/EDIT SCREEN. From this screen 
the user can access the three other screens necessary to use 
MSCRIPT. These screens are the HELP MENU, PRINT MENU, and 
COMMAND MENU. The HELP and PRINT are accessed by pressing 
the FUNCTION KEYS, which are the CAPS SHIFT and SYMBOL SHIFT 
pressed together with either the "H" key for the HELP MENU 
or the "P* key for the PRINT MENU. Most of the FUNCTIONS are 
accessed in this manner. The COMMAND MENU is accessed by 
pressing the COMMAND KEYS which are the CAPS SHIFT and BREAK 
KEY pressed together. 


From the COMMAND MENU the user can; Append documents, 
(build text from text already saved); Load and Save text; 
Restart MSCRIPT, (clear old text); Set tabs, (MSCRIPT has 
built in tab settings but they can easily be changed), 
Global Find and Change, (used for finding a word or string 
and changing all ocurrances of the vord or string). 


From the PRINT MENU the user sets; Justification either 
on or off, (this function vill make the right margin flush 
like the left margin.); Page Length, (nuaber of lines per 
page.); Left margin; Line spacing, (number of lines betveen 
lines of text.); Page spacing, (nuàber of lines between 
pages.); Line length, (number of characters per line.); Page 
number; and to tell MSCRIPT whether or not you are using fan 
fold or single sheet paper. 


From the HELP MENU the user has access to all the 
FUNCTIONS available and the key to press to access that 
function, ie; Block begin/end mark; Delete character; Repeat 
last FIND command; Merge text blocks, Select Print Menu: 
Remove marked block; Cursor to top of text; Cursor to nd ot 
text; Copy marked block; Imbed printer command; Open insert 
block; Force new page; Sub delete mode; and Unmark block of 
text. 


Remember the TEXT ENTRY/EDIT SCREEN? Well we are back 
there nov, With this screen on your display you may begin 
adding text just like typing on paper. As you type you will 
notice when MSCRIPT reaches the end of a line and a vord is 
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DE OR wA ook De ook o REM € cc 
by Frank Leta 

longer than the rest of tne line the word isn't chopped off 
but is brought down to the next line, this is a very strong 
feature of MSCRIPT known as WORD WRAP or WRAP AROUND. This 
is very nice because the user dosen't need to worry if a 
word will fit on a line because MSCRIPT vorrys for you. As 
you type you may make a few mistakes along the vay, MSCRIPT 
has three ways of editing, l-Üvertyping text. This is the 
easiest method in that all you need to do is move the cursor 
to the mistake, (cursor movement is done by pressing CAPS 
SHIFT and one of the ARROW KEYS, the cursor can be moved 
anywhere on the screen), and typing the correct character or 
characters. 2-Deleting Text. This is done either by 
positioning the cursor on the mistake and pressing CAPS 
SHIFT and the "O" (Delete) Key or from the Sub Delete Mode 
which has the ability to remove full lines of text, single 
words, or spaces between words, (columnar text). Unless you 
need to remove full lines, etc, the CAPS SHIFT-DELETE is 
probably the easiest to use. You can also remove large 
blocks of text by marking them, (block marker) and removing 
them, (remove marked text). 3-Inserting Characters, This is 
done by positioning the cursor where you want to insert text 
and pressing FUNCTION-I for insert, typing in the needed 
text, then pressing FUNCTION-M for merge text, and you have 
completed adding to your document, 


Entering and editing text vith MSCRIPT is very easy. But 
a word processor is supposed to print text to paper. Well 
MSCRIPT handles this very vell also. The user needs to first 
Set periaeters, like justification, line length, page 
length, line spacing, page spacing, and left margin. These 
are set either by a "Y" for yes/on or "N" for no/off or by 
a numeric value. These preimeters can be set either from the 
PRINT MENU or may be imbeded within the body of your text. 
(Imbeded printer commands). Once these are set press ENTER 
and MSCRIPT sends your text to the printer and it is 
formated the exact way you vant. 


MSCRIPT is written to be used with the AERCO CENTRONICS 
INTERFACE and MSCRIPT has a built in printer driver. The 
documantion for printer operation, (DIP Switch settings, 
etc.) is non existant. I didn't have to change the switches 
in my printer, but a reference to possible svitch settings 
vould have been nice just incase it vas needed. 


I've just touched on some of the basics of MSCRIPT's 
operation, there are many more things that MSCRIPT does, 
which will be a basis for another article. All in all I give 
MSCRIPT an At as far as ease of operation and well written 
documantation. If you are in the market for a word 
processor, this one deserves serious consideration. The 
price for MSCRIPT is $69,95 from both 21st. Century 
Electronics and Thomas B. Woods Co. 


See you next month, Til then, Happy Computing. 
Frank 
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